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Russo-Japanese War, Russia had, in fact, been trying to run with the hare and hunt with the hounds. The new Russia, the Russia of the Duma, under the guidance of M. Stolypin, undertook to reconcile the dangerous ideas that have invaded it from the West and its own native traditions; to create a Parliament on Russian soil without infringing the prerogatives of the Autocrat of AU-the-Russias; but, above all, as M. Victor Berard has put it, to honour its signature as partner in the Triple Entente without breaking with its old friends and allies, the Hohenzollerns and the Hapsburgs. In this duel between Constitutionalism and Nationalism, the wonder was that the Triple Entente should have survived even up to Potsdam.
Frenchmen cherished for ten years and more the illusion that the Alliance with Russia was an earnest of the ultimate recovery of Alsace-Lorraine. As has been seen, it took that length of time for them to comprehend that the armies of the Dual Alliance were the armies of the Hague ; that neither the Tsar nor their own rulers had contemplated by the Alliance any other aim than that of defence ; that the sole positive good which the Alliance was intended to secure was the maintenance of European equilibrium, and that they who had looked to it as a potential instrument of the revanche had been tragically duped.
When France realized that the Russian Alliance meant not only that things must be as they had been, but that all hope of better days was gone, the plight of the nation was one that might have given rise to a certain sullen resentment. Such resentment did, in fact, exist to a certain degree among the generations that remembered the war of 1870. Upon the
bassador at St. Petersburg. No diplomatic service in the world today can boast of such unity of views as is thus ensured in the Quai d'Orsay by the simultaneous presence of the two Cambons in London and Berlin respectively, of M. Barrdre in Rome, and of M. Delcass6 in St. Petersburg. Let the reader meditate on this remark in the light of pp. 52-58.